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INTRODUCTION

We are excited that you are seeking to learn more about Jesus and what it means to be a 
Christian.  We have found that there is no greater joy than living the Christian life and 
having a personal relationship with Jesus!  The staff and congregation here at Calvary 
have come from every conceivable background; some churched and some unchurched, 
some upstanding and some immoral and rebellious.  But we’ve all found that Jesus is the 
answer to our problems and desires. 

It’s important that you understand that simply knowing about Jesus is not enough; God 
wants you to know more than just information and details about Jesus, He wants you to 
know Him personally and intimately. 

This booklet was written to teach you what it means to have a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, and to give you some basic principles on how to grow as a Christian. 

As you’re reading you will come across references from the Bible.  Look these up and 
read them along with this booklet.  For example, if it refers to John 3:16, which means 
the reference can be found in the Gospel of John, chapter 3, verse 16.  It’s that easy!  If 
you need to locate the different books of the Bible, there is a table of contents at the 
beginning of the Bible.  Use it until you get used to its order. 

Now, let’s look at what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus, and how it 
can be obtained. 

COMING TO KNOW CHRIST

Have you been feeling like there is a void in your heart?  Have you ever asked the 
question, “Why did God create me?” or “Why do I exist?” 

God created every man with a God-shaped void in his heart.  All of us have tried to fill 
this void in many different ways: with money, prestige, possessions, power and even with 
people.  However, none of these things will ever really satisfy us.  The only thing that can 
totally fill this void is a relationship with God. 

The Bible says: 
 
 Yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things,  
 and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all  
 things, and through whom we live.
       1 Corinthians 8:6

We were created for Him.  God created each and every one of us to have fellowship 
with Him. To have fellowship means to have a personal relationship.  This relationship is 
only possible through Christ. 

When God first created man, they enjoyed fellowship.  But God did not create man as a 
robot to love and obey Him mechanically, but rather gave man a freedom to choose.  
Unfortunately, man chose to disobey God, which he continues to do to this day.  When 
man sinned, this relationship with God was broken and as a result, he was separated 
from God.  The Bible says: 

 But your iniquities have separated you from your God.  
       Isaiah 59:2 
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 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  
          Romans 3:23 

 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in  
 Christ Jesus our Lord.
       Romans 6:23 

It was not God who fell away from man, but man that abandoned God.  When man 
sinned, he turned his back on God, and in a sense said, "I no longer want to follow Your 
will, I would rather follow my own." 

Many have tried throughout history in different ways to reach God through their own 
efforts, but every attempt has failed.  The Bible explains: 

 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads  
 to death.         
       Proverbs 14:12
   
But the Lord desired to have fellowship with man again, so He presented a solution... 

God sent His only begotten Son to the world, who lived a sinless life and fulfilled the 
perfect standard set by God. When Jesus died on the cross, He paid the penalty for all 
our sins, that way all who believe in Him and accept what He did on our behalf, can be 
forgiven of their sins and receive eternal life. The Bible says: 

 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we  
 were still sinners, Christ died for us.
       Romans 5:8 

 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that  
 He might bring us to God. 
       1 Peter 3:18 

The Bible tells us that Jesus is no ordinary person.  He is more than just a good teacher or 
another religious leader; He is God, creator of the universe, who has come into the 
world as a man (John 1:1).  By being fully God and man, Jesus is able to fulfill the 
ministry of “bridging the gap” between the two, dying for our sins as a man, and now 
acting as a mediator to bring God and man together. 

 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men,  
 the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be  
 testified in due time…
       1 Timothy 2:5-6 

If you would like to accept Jesus Christ into your life, and receive the forgiveness of God 
to have that void filled, follow these simple steps with a sincere heart: 

 1. Confess:  This means to recognize that you are a sinner, that you’re 
separated from God, and that you need Him in your life. 

 2.  Repent:  Repentance is agreeing with God about what He calls sin in your 
life, and turning away from it.  It means to leave behind the old life and to begin anew; 
making choices that you know will please the Lord. 
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 3. Believe:  This is trusting that Jesus Christ died, was buried, and on the third 
day He rose from the dead.  In doing so He brings all who trust in Him eternal life. 

 4.  Receive:  Through prayer, ask Jesus to come into your life and send His 
Holy Spirit into your heart to teach and guide you.  This is what it means to "receive 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior." 

 5.  Profess:  Jesus said that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will 
acknowledge us before His Father in heaven (Matthew 10:32).  In other words, if we are 
really serious about our commitment to Him, we will tell somebody about it: a pastor, a 
friend or a family member. Just think about how much Jesus has done for you already. 
This should be a real easy step.  

If you want to receive Jesus into your heart and have all your sins forgiven, say this 
simple prayer with a sincere heart: 

 Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and that I need your forgiveness.  I believe that 
You died on the cross for my sins, and that You were raised on the third day bringing 
eternal life. Forgive me of my sins and fill this void in my heart with your love.  I want 
You to be the Savior and Lord of my life.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.

CONGRATULATIONS

If you asked Jesus to come into your heart, congratulations, you’re saved!  You may be 
feeling great joy and relief, like a huge weight has been taken off your shoulders.  Or 
perhaps you may not be feeling anything.  Regardless of what you feel, Jesus promises 
that if you ask Him to come into your heart, He will.  The Bible says:

 For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.
       Romans 10:13 

If you prayed sincerely, He has come into your heart and has saved you, and now you 
are a part of the family of God! 

 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to  
 become children of God.
       John 1:12 

He is with you and will never leave you.  Jesus promises: 

 I will never leave you nor forsake you.
       Hebrews 13:5 

Now that you have a relationship with Jesus, what should you do?  How can you grow in 
your relationship with Christ? 

HOW TO GROW IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

If you wanted to get to know a person better, what would you do?  The logical thing to 
do would be to spend time with that person, wouldn’t it?  It is only by spending time with 
people that you are able to learn what they’re like, what their interests are and what 
things both please and displease them. 

In order to grow in your relationship with Jesus you must do the same, spend time with 
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Him. How do you do that?  Here are four basic principles that you can follow: 

1. PRAY         
   
Prayer is simply “speaking to God.”  When we pray, we don’t have to use complicated 
or memorized phrases.  Talk to God in the same way as you would talk to any other 
person.  Tell Him about your problems, your hurts, your worries, and your joys.  Remem-
ber that He loves you and all that is important to you is important to Him.  It doesn’t 
matter when or where you pray.  You can do it while you’re driving, at work, or before 
you go to bed. He is always listening. 

How should you pray?  In Matthew 6:9-13 Jesus gives His disciples an example prayer 
they can follow.  This prayer is commonly called “the Lord’s Prayer.”  Christ’s intention 
was not that you memorize this prayer and repeat it every time you pray.  Actually, Christ 
warns us against this (Matthew 6:7)!  Rather, it was to serve as a model or a pattern for 
us to follow. 

 Our Father:  You can come to Him as to a father (Romans 8:15-16).  In the 
same way that a father loves his children, God loves you and wants to hear from you. 

 Who art in heaven:  Even though He is your Father, you should remember 
that He is no ordinary father, but One who reigns in Heaven. Jesus is the "King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords" and is in control of everything.  He can save you, help you, 
strengthen you, or do anything else you might need. 

 Hallowed be Thy name:  An important part of prayer is giving thanks and 
praise to our Lord.  Praise Him for who He is, for what He has done, and what He 
promises He will do.  God isn’t forced to do anything for us; it all comes as a result of 
His grace. So give thanks to God every day for something (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 and 
Psalm 34:1). 

 Thy kingdom come:  Pray also for the Lord’s return. Jesus promised that 
even though He was leaving us, He would return for us (John 14:1-6 and Acts 1:1-11).  
Tell Him how much you are anticipating His return. 

 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven:  Jesus promised that 
whatever we ask in His name, He will do (John 14:13-14). To ask in His name means to 
ask according to His will.  In other words, when we pray to God we should be seeking 
His will, even above our own (Matthew 6:10 and 26:39). 

 Give us this day our daily bread:  Even though we are to pray according 
to the will of God, this does not exclude us from presenting our needs and petitions to 
Him.  You may be suffering from worry, or have financial or health problems.  Tell all of 
this to God, He wants to hear it.  You can also pray for the needs of others.  It can be for 
their salvation, their health, or any other area in which they may be suffering.  Prayer 
should not focus only upon ourselves, it should include others: your friends, family, church 
and leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-2 and Ephesians 6:18).  Jesus always prayed for others (John 
17:1-26 and Luke 22:31-32). 

 And forgive us our debts:  When you have sinned, you should always 
come to the Lord in prayer asking for forgiveness.  Many times people don’t feel like they 
can approach God and that He won’t hear them.  The Bible says that, “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness” (1 John 1:9). 
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 As we have also forgiven our debtors: If you are struggling to forgive 
someone, ask the Lord to help you. He says in His Word that it is a sin not to forgive 
others (Matthew 11:25 and Colossians 3:13). 

 And do not lead us into temptation but deliver us from evil: Ask 
God to protect you from sin and temptation.  If you are struggling with a particular sin, 
confess it to the Lord and ask Him for His strength to be victorious over it. 

Jesus told His disciples that anything they asked in His name He would do.  As we saw 
earlier, to ask in His name means to ask according to His will.  This means sometimes the 
Lord will not give us what we ask.  Remember, God loves you and wants the very best for 
you all the time.  He will never give you anything that will hurt you later. 

2. READ THE BIBLE        
   
In the same sense that prayer is how we talk to God, reading the Bible is how God 
speaks to us.  That is why we call the Bible the Word of God, because it is His message 
to us.  Everything that you need to know about Jesus, His will, and how to live the 
Christian life is written in this book (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
   
The Bible was written by men who were inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16). In other 
words, the Holy Spirit of God told these men what to write.  These words will protect you 
from sin (Psalm 119:11) and against temptation (Luke 4:1-14). 

The Bible is a collection of 66 books.  These 66 books are divided into two major 
sections: the New Testament and the Old Testament. 

The New Testament is where you will find the words of Christ and the clearest teachings 
about His life.  The New Testament is divided into 27 different books: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are called the Gospels, and tell us 
about the life of Jesus. All four of these books are the same story except from four different 
perspectives.  

Acts contains the history of the Christian church after the 
death and ascension of Christ. 

Romans to Jude are called Epistles.  The word 
epistle means letter.  These books were letters written by the Apostles to various churches 
and people.  These letters will teach you to apply to your life the truths taught to you in 
the Gospels. 

Revelation and this book 
tells us about what will happen in the future. 

The Old Testament is filled with interesting accounts and prophecies about Jesus.  Don’t 
feel like you have to read the whole Old Testament right away, but rather read what you 
can understand and let the Holy Spirit minister to your heart through the Word. 
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If you have never read the Bible, start by reading the Gospel of John.  Take a chapter 
each day and read it looking for what the Lord wants to say to you.  Here are some 
suggestions on how to read the Bible: 

Find a quiet time and place where no one will bother you.  Try to read 
in the morning, before you begin your day.  God will give you a message to help you 
throughout the day. 

Pray that God speaks to you through His Word. 

Choose a book and read it systematically, chapter by chapter.  
Remember that the majority of books were actually letters.  Typically, no one starts 
reading a letter mid way through, but starts at the beginning.  Try reading a chapter a 
day, or more if you have the time.
 

Read for comprehension. There is no rush.  Take your time and try to 
understand everything that you read. 

Find the central verse or the verse that God is using to speak to your 
heart, and think about how it applies to your life. 

take notes on a piece of paper or in the 
margin of your Bible.  Don’t be afraid to underline or highlight your favorite verses.  This 
way you will easily remember them. 

Pray for God to help you to live and change your life according to how the 
central verse taught you. 

3.  FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS     
   
The Bible tells us that we should share in regular Christian fellowship.  The word fellow-
ship means sharing something in common with others.  Hebrews 10:24-25 says: 

 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and   
 good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,  
 as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so  
 much the more as you see the Day approaching.

We can compare Christian fellowship with a pile of hot coals.  If you take one coal out of 
the pile and set it off to the side, it will cool off and eventually die out.  This is the same 
thing that can happen to us if we distance ourselves from fellowship. Our heart will 
eventually grow cold and we will become more susceptible to temptation. 

The best place to find Christian fellowship is at church.  Attend church faithfully and look 
for study groups to join.  If there are activities throughout the week, participate in them.  
Share with the other members and build friendships with them. 

What criteria should I look for in a church that I attend?  Here are four suggestions: 

First of all it should be a place where you are spiritually fed. Your spiritual 
growth comes from the study of the Word of God (1 Peter 2:2), that is why it is so 
important that the church you choose teaches the Bible. A church should put its emphasis 
on the teaching of God’s Word, not on the words of men.  If you can find a church that 
teaches expository through the Bible (chapter by chapter, verse by verse), this is the best.  
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Also make sure that all of their teachings are based on the Bible and not on other books 
nor on the words of men.
 

Second, a church should also be a place where you find fellowship.  It 
should be a place where you find other Christians with whom you can share your life, 
problems and needs. A place where you know people will be praying for you and will 
encourage you during difficult times.  A church should be a place where you are being 
built up through the Word by other believers.  

Third, it should also be a place where you fit in.  You will probably not feel 
comfortable in every church.  This is not to say that one church is better than another, but 
we all have different tastes.  One person may feel more comfortable in a traditional 
church, while another may feel suffocated.  Some like contemporary praise and others 
more traditional worship.  Again, it is not that one church is better than another, but you 
should find one that you feel comfortable in.

Finally, the church should be a place where you can be fruitful.  Attending 
a church is not just receiving, but also a great part of it is serving others.  Paul compares 
the church to a body in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12.  Paul says that in the same 
way that there are different members in the body (head, hands, fingers and feet) with 
different functions, there are also different members in the church.  All of the members of 
the church have different functions and different gifts to serve God and the congregation 
in different ways.  You may think that your gift and service is not important or significant, 
but God thinks so.  He looks at all of us with equality and without partiality. 

4.  SHARE YOUR FAITH        
   
Before Jesus ascended to Heaven, after His resurrection, He gave one last command to 
His disciples in Mark 16:15: 

 Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

We need to understand that the souls of other people are in the balance of eternity.  As 
representatives of God we should share the Gospel with the world.  Explain to them how 
Jesus loves them and died for them on the cross, and how they can receive forgiveness 
and have eternal life. 

One of the easiest ways to share the Gospel is through your own testimony.  Tell people 
how you received the forgiveness of God and how God has changed your life.  You are 
a witness and are evidence of the grace that is found in Jesus Christ. 

Here are some Bible verses to help you share and explain the Gospel.  You can memo-
rize these passages or write them in your Bible.  It is a good idea to read these verses 
along with the person you are witnessing to, this way you can explain it to them as you 
read along.  This is a very easy way to share the Gospel, and you are using the Word of 
God which is your most powerful tool. 

 Romans 3:23 - This verse shares that all men are guilty of sinning and are 
in need of forgiveness. 

Romans 6:23 - Here it shares the consequences we will pay for our sins if 
we do not receive the forgiveness God offers. 
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Romans 5:8 - This verse explains God’s great love and His provision of 
salvation for each man. 
 

Romans 10:9-10 - We read how we can receive salvation that God offers us. 
 

Romans 10:13 - Finally, we see that all who call upon the name of the 
Lord, He promises to save. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW

WATER BAPTISM         
   
Jesus commanded us saying: 

 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing  
 them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
 Spirit…”
       Matthew 28:19 

Why did Jesus think it was so important to be baptized?  Because it is a symbol of our 
relationship with Him.  Have you ever seen any of those mime presentations that tell a 
story or illustrate a truth?  Baptism illustrates what happened in your life when you 
accepted Jesus as your Savior.  Romans 6:3-4 says: 

 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into  
 Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were  
 buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ  
 was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we  
 also should walk in newness of life.”

When you accepted Jesus, your old nature died (the nature that made you sin) and a 
new nature was born (read Romans 6:5-6).  The Bible calls this being born again 
(John 3:3).
 
Baptism illustrates this miracle of the new birth.  When we go into the water, it symbol-
izes the death of our old nature, and when we come out of the water it illustrates the 
new birth. 

Only people who have accepted Jesus as their Savior should be baptized, because 
baptism will not mean anything to those who have not been born again.  Baptism does 
not save a person, it is just a symbol. 

The word baptism comes from an ancient Greek word that means to immerse.  Therefore 
baptism is the immersion of the believer under water.  Some churches practice the 
pouring or sprinkling of water, but this does not fully illustrate the death and rebirth of the 
person. 

Baptism is an important step to take for every person who accepts Jesus as their Savior; 
because it is a public proclamation that now they have Christ. 

When should you be baptized?  If you have accepted Jesus into your heart, and you 
understand what baptism means and symbolizes, you should do it as soon as possible: 
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 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water.   
 And the eunuch said, “See, here is water.  What hinders me from  
 being baptized?”  Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your  
 heart, you may.”  And he answered and said, “I believe that  
 Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”  So he commanded the chariot to  
 stand still.  And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the  
 water, and he baptized him.
       Acts 8:36-38 

THE LORD’S SUPPER        
   
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke tell us how Jesus broke the bread and gave it to 
His disciples: 

 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it,  
 and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body. 
       Matthew 26:26

Afterwards, Jesus took the cup: 

 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them,  
 saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new  
 covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”
       Matthew 26:27-28 

Does this mean that the cup and bread literally became His blood and body?  Some 
teach this, however this is not what Jesus meant.  He was using a metaphor and the 
bread and cup are only symbols of His body and blood. 

Jesus asked that we observe the Lord’s Supper for two reasons: 

 1. He wanted us to remember the punishment that He endured and the blood 
that He shed for our sins.  The death of Jesus is central to the Christian faith.  Only 
through His death could there be forgiveness for our sins.  Jesus wants us never to forget 
what He did for us. 

 2. Jesus also wants us to observe the Lord’s Supper in anticipation of His return.  
He says in Matthew 26:29: 

 “I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on 
until the day when I drink it anew with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

Every time we partake of the bread and cup we are declaring that Jesus will soon return 
to partake with us again. 

Only people who are saved should partake in this observance.  This is what Paul is 
referring to in 1 Corinthians 11:27 when he says that some partake in an unworthy 
manner.  Many Christians with sensitive hearts who have sinned feel like this may be 
referring to them.  Remember that the Lord’s Supper is to remind us about the cleansing 
of the cross.  If you have sinned, ask forgiveness from the Lord and partake of the 
elements.  The Lord wants you to enjoy His communion. 
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TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS       
   
Now that you are a Christian it does not mean that life will be without any difficulties.  
Now you have an enemy called the devil who is going to oppose you and try anything 
within his power to stunt your Christian growth.  Many of the attacks of the devil come 
through trials and temptations. 

To be tempted is not a sin; even Jesus was tempted (Hebrews 4:15).  It is only sin when 
we fall and submit to the temptation.  God promises us that He will never allow the devil 
to tempt us beyond what we are able to resist. 

 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to  
 man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted  
 beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also  
 make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
      1 Corinthians 10:13 

Everyone is born with a nature that likes to sin (Psalm 51:5).  When we accept Jesus, we 
are born again (John 3:3) and this sinful nature dies and a new nature is born (Romans 
6:5-6).  This new nature likes to follow and obey God.  Why then do we still struggle 
with sin?  The sinful nature is dead (Romans 6:8, 11, 12) but our flesh is still alive and 
still attracted to sin.  It is against the flesh that we must fight.  How can we win?  The 
victory can only be found in Christ.  We need to put on the mind of Christ and learn to 
live by the power of His Spirit.  Read Galatians 5:16-26 to learn how to live a victorious 
Christian life. 

SECURITY OF SALVATION       
   
The Bible teaches us that once we have been saved, we cannot lose this salvation.  
Romans 8:38-39 says: 

 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor  
 principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,  
 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 
 to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
 our Lord.

Some people view salvation in this way: that as long as we continue to hold onto the 
Lord, we are saved; but the moment we let go or slip (by sinning) we are lost again.  This 
is not what the Bible teaches.  Jesus says in John 10:28-29: 

 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither  
 shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has  
 given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch  
 them out of My Father’s hand.

We do not hold onto God, rather He is holding onto us.  There is neither a sin nor a 
person who can snatch us out of the hands of God, and this even includes us.  We can 
stand secure in our salvation, that it will never be lost. 

Does this mean we have the freedom to sin and do what we want?  The person who has 
truly been born again will want to obey and please the Lord.  Therefore, when that 
person sins they will feel conviction and will repent and ask for forgiveness.  God 
promises to forgive us and purify us from all unrighteousness: 
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 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our  
 sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
       1 John 1:9 

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT       
  
A common mistake made by many people is to describe the Holy Spirit as a “force” or 
an “essence,” something like electricity.  This is very unbiblical and is insulting to God  
because the Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is part of the Trinity, and is Himself fully 
God (Matthew 28:19 and Acts 5:3-4).  By denying this and limiting Him only to a 
"force," we are denying His ability to relate to us in a personal relationship. 

“How does the Holy Spirit relate to us?” you may ask.  The Holy Spirit relates to us 
in three different ways throughout our lives: 

First of all, He was with us: 

 The Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it  
 neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He   
 dwells with you and will be in you.
       John 14:17 

Before we accepted Jesus into our lives, the Holy Spirit came along side us to convict our 
hearts of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8-11).  He opened our eyes to our 
need for forgiveness and our need for Jesus to save us. 

Secondly, once we have accepted Jesus into our lives, the Holy Spirit comes into us 
(see John 14:17 above).  The Bible makes it clear that He indwells us (1 Corinthians 
3:16), therefore making us spiritually alive (John 3:3-8), and sealing us in our salvation 
(Ephesians 4:13).  John 14:26 refers to the Holy Spirit as our Comforter. The word used 
means that He is our aid and our helper.  One who guides and strengthens us in our 
everyday lives.  In the life of the believer, the Holy Spirit makes the things of God and the 
Word of God clear (1 Corinthians 2: 10) and helps us apply these truths to our lives. 
 
Thirdly, the Holy Spirit can come upon us (Luke 24:49 and Acts 4:8).  This is what is 
commonly known among Christians as the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus, before His ascension, told His Apostles that the Holy Spirit would come 
upon them, clothing them with power from on high.  The Apostles already had the Holy 
Spirit in them, for they had received Him on the evening that the Lord appeared and 
Thomas was not present (John 20:22).  This shows us that the event in Acts 2 of the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit is a distinct and separate event from receiving the Spirit at 
salvation. 

Nowhere in Scripture is it taught that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is necessary for 
salvation, though it does teach that it is available to all who ask to receive it (Matthew 
7:9-12).  Unfortunately, not every believer experiences this filling.  The baptism of the 
Holy Spirit can occur at any time in the believer’s life: simultaneous at salvation, or any 
time after.  It is also not necessarily a one-time event.  We can see in the book of Acts 
that Peter experienced the baptism or filling of the Spirit on more than one occasion 
(Acts 2:4 and 14:9). 

The primary evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is not speaking in tongues (as 
many advocate), but rather receiving power. 
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 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon  
 you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all  
 Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
       Acts 1:8 

Power to witness and share Jesus with the lost.  Power to serve Him in whatever area He 
asks us to.  Power to overcome sin and live a holy life.  We can look to Peter as an 
example.  Prior to the Acts 2 event, Peter was afraid to be identified with Jesus (Mark 
14:53-72).  After He received the power from on high, he witnessed boldly to the same 
crowd he earlier had feared (Acts 4:5-23). 

You need the power of the Holy Spirit, and you can receive it simply by asking: 

 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your   
 children, how much more will your heavenly  Father give the Holy  
 Spirit to those who ask Him!
       Luke 11:13
 

WHERE TO LOOK IN YOUR BIBLE 

FOR THE PROMISES OF GOD...      
    

THE LOVE OF GOD WILL NEVER FAIL YOU 
 Isaiah 54:10 
 Romans 8:38-39 

GOD WILL HEAR ALL OF YOUR PRAYERS 
 1 Peter 3:12 

GOD WILL GIVE YOU PEACE 
 John 14:27 
 Philippians 4:4-6 

GOD PROMISES TO ALWAYS BE WITH YOU  
 Matthew 28:20 
 Hebrews 13:5-6 

GOD PROMISES YOU JOY 
 John 15:10-11, 14 

GOD WILL GIVE YOU SELF CONTROL
 Romans 8:28 
 Galatians 5:23 

GOD PROMISES TO FORGIVE YOU OF YOUR SINS 
 Isaiah 44:22 
 Micah 7:18-19
 1 John 1:9
 Hebrews 10:17 
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     WHEN YOU FEEL...    
       

      AFRAID 
 Psalm 23:4-5
 John 14:27 
 Romans 8:15 
 2 Timothy 1:7 

      ALONE 
 Matthew 28:20
 John 14: 1, 18
 Romans 8:35-37 
 Hebrews 13:5-6 

      ANGRY 
 Proverbs 15:1
 Romans 12:19
 Ephesians 4:26
 Colossians 3:8

      CONDEMNED 
 John 1:9
 John 5:24
 Romans 8:1
 Hebrews 8:12

      CONFUSED 
 Psalm 32:8
 Proverbs 3:5-6
 1 Corinthians 14:33
 James 3:16-18 

      DEPRESSED 
 Psalm 34:15-17
 Philippians 4:8
 1 Peter 5:6-7
 Revelation 21:4

      DISCOURAGED 
 Psalm 27:13-14
 2 Corinthians 4:8-9
 Philippians 1:6
 1 Peter 1:6-9 

      DISSATISFIED 
 Matthew 5:6
 2 Corinthians 9:8 
 Philippians 4:12-13

      EMPTY 
 Psalm 37:4-5 
 Psalm 107:8-9

      HURTING 
 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
 Hebrews 12:6-11
 1 Peter 1:6, 7 
 1 Peter 2:19-23 

      SAD 
 John 16:20-22
 Hebrews 4:15-16 
 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

      TEMPTED 
 Psalm 119:9-11
 1 Corinthians 10:12-13
 Hebrews 2:18 
 Hebrews 4:14-16

      WORRIED 
 Matthew 6:25-34
 Romans 4:20-21
 Philippians 4:6-7, 19 
 1 John 5:14-15


